[Dilemmas in indications for emergency revision surgery of postoperative complications in abdominal surgery - contribution to the problem].
The percentage of complications following an interval or emergency operative interventions in the abdomen is different and depends on several factors: -Proper indication for surgery -Experience of the surgical team, anesthesia -Extent of pathological changes; -patient's general condition (presence of associated diseases, capacity of the cardiovascular system, a.o.). -The immediate postoperative treatment. In more experienced surgical departments this percentage is about 5%, but it can rise higher. Postoperative complications representing an indications for emergency re-laparotomy (besides bleeding, also appearing on the first postoperative day, or immediately following the surgery), usually appear from fourth to the seventh day and their common cause being disruption of the anastomosis at different levels of the guts: from gaster to colon and recto-sigmoid. The authors their ten years experience in 40 patients operated upon because of malignomas of the gastro-intestinal tract, but also because of benign processes. A delay of re-operation can--from one part--have fatal consequences, threatening the patient's life; and from another part the re-operation as a complementary (added) aggression on the almost exhausted patients, can by itself kill such patients. In every case, the mortality rate rises over 50%. The authors detail and systematically present their patients and they point out the importance of making decision, which represents the basic dilemma.